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WINDSOR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

APPENDIX 4  

  DESIGN GUIDANCE SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT 

Introduction 

What this guidance document is for 

The principal guidance document  on design in the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead is the Sup-

plementary Planning Document ñBorough Wide Design Guide (DG)ò (published in draft in March 2019).    

Paragraph 130 of the Governmentôs National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that planning per-

mission should be refused for development of poor design.  The DG intends that every development in the 

Borough will be of high quality design and will draw on the opportunities presented by the immediate  local 

context to create a sense of place  and will also reflect the broad overarching themes of Royalty, River and 

Green (page 15). 

The purpose of this document is to provide additional assistance to those contemplating  a development   

project within the area of the Windsor Neighbourhood Plan.  The aim is to encourage new development 

which is attractive and appropriate in itself but which also blends in comfortably with the wider streetscape 

and neighbourhood area in which it is situated.  The document sets out with examples what local people  

consider are the important components of good design in our area.   

 

A.   THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF GOOD DESIGN IN THE WNP AREA 

 

B.   AREA DESIGN GUIDES 

 

C.   THE DESIGN OF PARKING AREAS  

 

D.   A GUIDE TO SHOPFRONT DESIGN 
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WNP APPENDIX 4 PART A 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF GOOD DESIGN 

1.  Design Principles 

In considering what might be appropriate guidance for the design of new developments in our neighbour-

hood plan area we have had regard to the following principles.  All new development should: 

¶ Aim to blend in and be compatible with, surrounding properties, 

¶ Where a greater intensity of development is appropriate, to achieve this   

skilfully using staggering, articulation, spaces between buildings, setbacks 

etc. to reduce the perceived bulk of buildings, 

¶ Pay attention to details, creating attractive entrances, using windows and 

doors to create depth in the building and echoing important details from   

surrounding buildings without being over fussy, 

¶ Consider proportion, so that spaces around buildings, storey heights,       

windows, roof features etc. are  appropriate to the area, 

¶ Use good quality materials chosen from the local palette. 

2.  Design in Practice 

The following table of examples illustrates what local people consider represents acceptable design for this 

area.  The table is based on public consultation exercises, including a specific design consultation undertak-

en in January 2016. It also draws from RBWM published Townscape and Conservation Area assessments 

backed up by our own WNP local area character assessments. We have also benefitted from the advice of a 

local architect. The examples chosen in the following pages are not necessarily the most exceptional or most 

interesting, they are common to the area. All the examples pictured are from the Neighbourhood Plan area . 
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COMMON LOCAL BUILDING TYPES 

20th Century Buildings Older buildings  positive recent developments 

Early 20th Century 

School 

Edwardian Villa 

1930s ñSemiò 

Mid-century terrace 

Georgian Terrace 

Victorian Cottages 

Victorian Villas 

Building types vary from Geor-

gian townhouses in the      

centre , Victorian and Edward-

ian terraces and villas in the 

inner suburbs to a range of 

mid-20th century and later 

buildings further from the   

centre.   

The Windsor part of the 

RBWM Townscape Assess-

ment gives a very detailed 

analysis of building types in 

the area.   

Steep gables, pitched roofs, 

bay windows, articulated front 

elevations of varying depths 

and well-proportioned         

windows are all common.  

Good design will take        

references from nearby  build-

ings which contribute          

positively to the surrounding 

area, not just from the     

Georgian and Victorian styles 

found in the inner areas. 

  

Front facing gables,  

articulated faade,    

and bay windows  
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Admired features in older build-

ings (roughly pre-1970) 

Positive features in modern developments  

Walls   

 

 

 

 

 

Brick buildings predominate in the NP 

area.  Stone is rarely used except for 

churches, and decorative features 

such as window and door surrounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reclaimed bricks 

Using reclaimed old bricks will often 

be the most appropriate solution for 

an extension to an existing property. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

London yellow stock bricks (as  

above) and red clay facing bricks are 

the most common. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two examples of modern factory 

made bricks designed to look like 

hand made bricks. 

An alternative especially for new infill 

developments may be good quality 

modern bricks designed to have the 

varied appearance and different col-

ours of handmade bricks. 

 

Whatever bricks are chosen, the  

golden rule is to think carefully about 

what will blend in with the surrounding 

properties.  This will be especially true 

where the whole area is built of the 

same materials when an infill of    

contrasting materials could be an  

eyesore.  In areas where there is a 

variety of wall treatments then the 

choice for new buildings will be wider. 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical old style brick bonding. 

 Replicating the older brick bonds de-

signed for solid brick walls with head-

ers and stretchers can be difficult to 

achieve with modern building      

methods but will give the most       

appropriate results for extensions to 

older buildings and can be used    

effectively for garden walls. 
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 Admired features in older build-

ings (roughly pre-1970) 

Positive features in modern developments  

Decorative Wall Treatments   

 

 

 

 

 

 

String courses and decorative brick 

panels 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding interest and detail with contrast 

brickwork. 

The composition of building elevations 

can frequently be enlivened by the in-

troduction of plinths, cornices, string 

courses and decorative brickwork pan-

els, all very common in Windsor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mock Tudor timberwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attractive stone detailing. 

Stonework is often used for window 

surrounds and adds interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stucco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern stucco echoing the form of 

nearby buildings. 

Stucco is a common finish in inner 

Windsor. 

. 

 

 

 

 

Plaques and other decorative details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terracotta is common in inner areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Even this small plaque adds interest 

and shows that the developer is proud 

of the building. 

Carefully thought out plaques and small 

decorative details can add interest and 

variety and do not necessarily have to 

copy  those nearby but could add a 

contemporary twist or a play on nearby 

details.  If decorative features on a 

building to be developed cannot be 

kept in situ, consider reusing them else-

where. 
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 Admired features in older build-

ings (roughly pre-1970)   

Positive features in modern developments  

Roofscapes   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victorian slate roof with chimneys and 

decorative ridge tiles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steeply pitched roofs with curved 

barge boards 

Roof lines are almost universally 

pitched, often steeply so, and features 

such as decorative ridge tiles, finials, 

chimneys and gables frequently     

create a varied roofline. 

New buildings should create interest-

ing roofscapes which carry echoes of 

features such as gables, steeply 

pitched roofs and decorative tiles. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

Edwardian red clay tiled roof with roof 

finial and prominent chimneys  

 

 

 

 

 

Block of flats with sympathetic roof 

lines. 

If there are no fireplaces then there 

are no chimneys and thought needs 

to be given to ways of creating       

interesting roofscapes in the absence 

of chimneys. 

 

 

 

 

 

1930s house with prominent          

projecting front  facing gable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiled roof on infill property with similar 

pitch to surrounding buildings 

New developments could also       

reference mid-20th century buildings 

where appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-20th century 1950-1960 with 

hipped roof. And central single chim-

ney. 
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 Admired features in older build-

ings (roughly pre-1970)  

  

Positive features in modern developments  

Roofing materials and decorative 

details 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Slates 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern slate roof 

Traditional roof finishes are natural 

slate and orange-red-brown plain clay 

tiles.  Flashing details should ideally 

be in lead for good looks and long life. 

 Natural materials should be used 

wherever possible and are key to   

creating a positive character in the 

area. 

Other roofing materials such as replica 

slate tiles may be acceptable in new 

developments outside the inner area.  

 

 

 

 

 

Clay tiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern clay tiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decorative barge boards on  Victorian 

houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

A modern house with barge boards 

and finial. 

Decorative barge boards are common 

in inner areas - and do not have to be 

white. 

 Decorative details work best in good 

quality natural materials which will 

last. 
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 Admired features in older build-

ings (roughly pre-1970   

   

Positive features in modern developments  

Entrances   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of the many attractive 

entrances to be found in the NP area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decorative brickwork creates 

interest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recessed door and stuccoed 

arch give this entrance dignity 

and presence. 

 

The NP area has a great many attractive 

building entrances  in a variety of styles, 

which make a great contribution to its 

varied and interesting architecture and 

the sense of place.   

In the inner  parts of the town in particu-

lar, wooden doors in traditional style are 

to be preferred. 

Entrances which are set into the faade 

add interest and variety. 

Well detailed entrance treatments would 

be particularly welcomed in new         

developments. 

Porches  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Porch examples from around the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

Flat development with  portico 

style porch. 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern porch, simple but effec-

tive. 

In appropriate situations porches can 

add an element of interest and variety 

especially to a uniform streetscape.    
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 Admired features in older buildings 

(roughly pre-1970)   

     

Positive features in modern developments  

Windows   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Different styles of windows from 

around the area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern windows with acceptable pro-

portions 

Wooden sash windows predomi-

nate on street frontages in inner 

areas. Wooden casements were 

installed in the majority of  early to 

mid 20th century buildings        

although many of these have now 

been replaced with modern UPVC 

windows. 

Proportions are important and new 

buildings should generally have 

windows that are of similar propor-

tions to those of neighbouring 

properties.  This is especially    

important for infill developments in 

parts of the town where the build-

ings are of uniform style.  Where 

this is not the case, more variety 

will be acceptable.  Infill in inner 

areas should preferably have 

wooden windows.  Taller win-

dows to the ground floor help to 

maintain balance and harmony. 

Bay windows square, angled and 

round are common and an        

attractive feature. 

Windows inset into the faade 

or protruding from it, add depth 

and interest.  Even a small inset 

or  protrusion can have an enliven-

ing effect. 


